THE  GROWTH  OF   INDIVIDUALISM I   INDUSTRY
labour, and of the friction engendered by it, was the growth
of trade unionism which preceded the introduction of
machinery. Indeed trade unionism was so far from being
the outcome of machinery that the invention and adoption
of machines were, partly at any rate, inspired by the hope
of liberating employers from their dependence upon labour.
As early as the fourteenth century there were formed
associations of wage-earners, but it was the collapse of the
benevolent autocracy which did much to stimulate the
self-assertion of the working class and to awaken the latent
instinct of self-preservation. The workers were driven by
the abandonment of the industrial code, instituted by the
state with some measure of regard for their interests and
protection, to depend upon their own efforts. Manifestations
of trade union activity are to be found in the manufactures
of wool, cotton, silk, linen, iron and leather, among others;
and they register the degree to which capitalism had
permeated English industries. During the eighteenth century
repeated laws were enacted against associations of working-
men in various occupations, and the combinations laws
of 1799 and 1800 were only the climax of a series of measures
dating back to the opening decades of the century. They
were, however, powerless to repress a widespread trade
. union movement which persisted throughout the eighteenth
century and bequeathed its traditions to later generations.
An analysis of the industrial structure reveals the extent
to which the entrepreneur had assumed direction of the
economic mechanism. At every stage of production and
marketing we have evidence that men endowed with
organizing abilities were finding a wider field for the
exercise of their talents than lay within the four walls of
their town.
Observe, first, that there had already developed an
elaborate machinery for the distribution of raw materials.
The kingdom was treated as a single economic unit upon
which any locality could draw for the satisfaction of its
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